
Partnership News 
 

Putnoe Heights & St Mark’s Church   
4 June 2017 
Pentecost 

Thank You 
 

The flowers at St Mark’s Church this 
week has been given by Elizabeth Bean 
in loving memory of Phil on their 
Wedding Anniversary. 
 
The flowers at Putnoe Heights this week have been 
given by Liz Hayward in loving memory of her mother 
Olive Betts 

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Assistant Rural Dean of Bedford  

107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

The Reverend Wendy Evans-Wood 
 c/o  Putnoe Heights Church Centre 

Tel: 346317   wendyevanswood@yahoo.co.uk  
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Reader:  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinator 

342613  office@Thisischurch.com 
        
Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, housebound, 
requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  Please also ask 
us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

 
Partnership News is sent out by email every  

Saturday in a colour edition. To receive a copy please email 
vicar@thisischurch.com.  Any items submitted for inclusion in 

Partnership News will automatically be posted on our website and 
may appear in other local media sources.  

Partnership News is also archived on our church  
website www.ThisisChurch.com  

 
St Mark’s Churchyard Administrator  

Mrs Avril Williams 01234 342613 
 

Putnoe Heights Church Centre   
Open Mon-Thur 9–5.30pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Mr Geoff Gypps 365630 
Leadership Team  Mrs Sue Allen 407264  
Treasurer Mr John Hitt  404186 treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator Mr Lawrence Wyatt  350188 
Youth Team Leader Carolyn Morris youth@thisischurch.com 
 

St. Mark’s Church Centre Charity No 1164416  
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 342613   office@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team -  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Treasurer - Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator  Mr Jim Williams 360605  
Music Copyright CCL1501 
 
 

facebook.com/thisischurchuk                                                                 @thisischurchuk  

Prayer for Sunday 
 

I, the blazing life of divine wisdom 
I set alight the beauty of the plains,  
I radiate the waters,  
I glow in the Sun and the Moon and the stars. 
With wisdom I order all things right. I beautify the 
Earth. I am the breeze that nurtures all things green.  
I am the rain coming from the dew  
that makes the fields laugh with the pleasure of life. 
I call up tears, the perfume of holy work.  
I am the yearning for the good.   
St Hildegard von Bingen (1098-1179) 

Sunday Services 
 

8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday    
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday at Putnoe Heights  
2nd and 4th Sunday at St. Mark’s Church 

 
4 June 2017 -  Pentecost 

9.30am St Mark’s - Family Worship 
Preacher -  Rev Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Leadership -  Mr Jim Williams 
Intercessions  -  Vikki Daniels & Family  
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe -  Family Worship aqnd Baptism 
Preacher -  Rev Wendy Evans-Wood 
Leadership -  Mrs Sue Allen 
Intercessions - Young People 
Organist -   Mr Clive Simmonds 
 

11 June 2017 -  Trinity Sunday 
9.30am St Mark’s - Morning Worship & Dedication 
Preacher -  Rev. Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership -  Mr. Edward Parry 
Intercessions  -  Mr. Warwick Holden 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe -  Morning Worship 
Preacher -  Rev. Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership -  Mrs Veta Hudson-Rae 
Intercessions - Mrs Sylvia Cohen 
Organist -   Mr Clive Simmonds 
 
Readings   1. Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-31   
2. 2 Corinthians 13:11-13  3. Matthew 28:16-20 
Mid Week Holy Communion at 10.00am at St Mark’s 
Chapel every Wednesday and at Sir William Harpur House 
first Monday of every month  

Welcome 
 

We welcome the family and friends of Oscar Geoffrey  
Harrison for his baptism at Putnoe Heights Church 
today 



 

Regular Weekly Activities  - Putnoe Heights Church   

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care available—open Mon.—Fri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9am—12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm For more info please contact Laura Leggett 
01234 326685 or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
9.30-11.00am Jellytots  Preschool Rebekah 01525 
402056 
 9.30-10.30am - Body Control Pilates –Stephanie Smith 
357787 or 07973174430 
12.00 noon Storybox Welcomes under 5’s and carers to 
between 12noon and 1pm. Sandwich lunch followed by a 
Bible based story and singing. Contact Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 365630 
2.00pm U3A Music Appreciation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Italian – fortnightly Chris Fordham 217396 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
6.15 pm Brownies . Sharon Tanner  01767 699399 
email firstputnoebrownies@hotmail.co.uk 
6.15-7.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571 
7.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  Jane Butcher 
07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs  Ages 8 –10.5  Michelle Davis 
07711916870  email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.30pm Fit For All – Laura Amor 341152 / 07976259081 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit Diane Field 01234 404976 

 
Tuesday 

9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Jenny Snelson  
344417 
11-12.15am U3A Keep Fit Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  meets monthly. 
 Jo Fordham (President) 01234 217396 
Margaret Bull (President) 01234 267866 
Cheryl Gardner (President) 01234 261584 
2.30pm. Ladies Tuesday Club (meets  monthly) Next 
Meeting Tuesday 27 June - Mowsbury Park.  Details  
Diane Bayliss 268101 
2.30-4.30  U3A Play Reading Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pm– 8.00pm Cubs 6.30pm—8.00pm Ages 8-10.5 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
                         

Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Stephanie Smith 357787 
or 07973174430. 
10am-12 Community Coffee Morning (Fortnightly) Next 
date 10 May contact Jenny Snelson 365630 
11.00am U3A Keep Fit.  Chris Fordham 217396 
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Fortnightly.  Next  meeting 
14 June  Contact Putnoe Office 365630  
2-4pm U3A Ukulele Group. Beginners welcome. 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Mrs Webster 856966 
4.15pm Kumon Maths. Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
5.00–6.00pm Rainbows Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
6.15-7.15pm ATSK Karate Kevin Stark 01234 353865 
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts ages 10.5-14; Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email:michelle@putnoescouts.org 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society 
monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.15pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 

 
Thursday 

8.15-2.15pm Sing & Sign. Julie Warriner 01767 691488 
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group.  Valerie Capon 356306. 
Request for prayer can be written in the prayer diary on 
the information table. Will meet again on April 13.  
10.00-12pm U3A Painting & Sketching Chris Fordham 
217396 
1.30pm-3.00p.m  Play and Learn(Dropin) Contact 
Trudy 341977 
2pm –4pm U3A  Current Affairs  Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.30pm-3.30pm U3A Spanish (Weekly) Chris Fordham 
217396 
5.15-8.15pm   NHS Eat Smart Think Active contact : 
Laura Rocket 355122 
6.00pm-7.30pm Beavers Ages 6-8 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brennan. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Monthly second Thursday in 
the month. Sandra White 313645 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
8.00pm Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly with different guest callers each week.Except 
August.  All welcome, cost £2. Including refreshments. 
More details Ron 825574 or Shirley 01767 651767 

 
Friday 

9.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival Elena 01234 266968 
9.30am –3.30pm Machine Knitting group 2nd week 
per month.. Contact Marion Sutton 217647  
10am-12 U3A French Conversation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2pm U3A Gardening Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers Ages 6-8 Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 

 
Saturday 

Young Embroiderers bi monthly Terry Fletcher 357198 
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players at Putnoe 
Heights. G Parry 01462 674792 

 
Sunday 

11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior for the under 9's . A 
crèche is also available.  

 

St Mark’s Church Council  - 26 September, 22 
November & 21 February 2018 
St Mark’s Leadership Team-18 September, 6 Nov  
Annual Congregational Meetings -   15 April 2018 
Putnoe Heights Leadership Team –   7 June,  9 Oct. 
Putnoe Heights Management Meeting – 12 June, 11 
Oct 
Putnoe Church Council  - 14 June, 17 October  
Pastoral Group Meeting –   
Churchyard Committee -   
Circuit Meeting —   Deanery meeting -  
Woodland Burial Trustees –  
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting -   
St Marks Messy Church - 21 June 
 

Please advise St Markôs Church Office of the dates of 
your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Monday 
7.30am-6.00pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
7.30am-6.00pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
Manager  Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.00am-12noon St Mark’s Pre-School Nursery 
Manager Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. Mrs M. Berry 211955 
10.00am U3A Playreading Chris Fordham 217396 
9.45am - 10.45am &11.00am-12noon Pilates Liz Mason 
07816522200 
6.00pm Brownies Mrs C Mathew 826190 
7.30pm Sugarcraft Guild St Mark’s  (1st week in month)  
Mary Daly 217127 
7.00pm Cancer Care Society. (1st week in month)   
Mr J Dewhurst  01908 377020. 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter Club on 2nd week each month 
Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7-9pm Rangers. Nikki Lake 07584028653 
7.15pm Guides. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  Weeks 3 & 5 in the month. Next 
meeting– 19 June Judith Stanton. 823313 

 

Tuesday 
9.15am-11.15.  Chat & Make  A term time group for 
Mums and toddlers 0– 5. For more details  ring St Mark’s 
Church Office 01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481  
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World   
9.30, 11.30, 3.30, 5.30, 7.30. Lorrie Pearson  340473 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. Chris Fordham 217396 
1.30pm U3A Choir. Contact Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 (3rd Week in month)  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  (2nd Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Photography Group 3 (1st Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30pm Knit & Natter Group. (Alternate Tuesdays) 
Wool and knitting needles provided. Mrs Maureen Watling 
262225  
2.00-3.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup.  A social 
and Bible Study group. Meets alternate Tuesdays. Mrs 
Jean Bank 355698 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.15-8.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571   
7.30-9pm Faith Community Church Audua Ogilvie 
01234 308644 
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee (4th week in month) 
Mrs N Aspey 309816 

  

Wednesday 
10.00-2pm Open House for those with learning 
disabilities., their friends, family , carers and supporters 
342613.  
10.00am U3A Gardening Group 3  Chris Fordham 
217396 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Mark’s Chapel.  A half 
hour service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, Chris Fordham 217396 
10-4pm Sewing group 4th week of the month. Contact 
Sue Sewell 07979797747 
1.15pm  Social Bridge Club  Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft 1st week of the monthChris 
Fordham 217396 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. (3rd Week in month). for 
children of lower school age and their carers. Bible-based 
story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  meeting  21 June 

Wendy Waters 401834 Jean Bank 355698 
6.00pm Brownies. Mrs C  Warden 219731 

7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. Colin Jackson 363398 or Brian 
Sallows 407725. 
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Mark’s  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in month). Next meeting  will be 
7 June  Everyone  welcome. All dances called, only £1 
including refreshments. Call Rosemary 405594  or Graham 
406359 for more details or come  and  join our friendly 
group and have a try. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club ( Week 1 in the 
month) Jill Cooper 357960 

 

Thursday 
9.45am Chat and Play  A term time group for  Mums & 
toddlers.0-5   St Mark’s Church Office 01234 342613 or  
Janine 01234 297481  
12pm Storybox . We welcome the under 5’s and their 
carers to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a 
sandwich lunch followed by a Bible based story and 
singing. Lots of fun. Contact Jaana Swaby  342613  
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society   
5.15-6.45pm Weightwatchers Jodi Henderson 
07449890830 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.00pm U3A Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd week in month)
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderers’ Guild  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
7.30pm Magpies Ladies Group St Mark’s (2nd & 4th 
week in month ) Next meeting  8 June ‘The History of 
Situation Comedy ‘  David Pibworth. Call Rosemary 
405594 for more details   and visit our friendly group. 
7.30pm Brickhill Ladies Group St Mark’s (1st and 3rd 
week in month) Rose Beal 212157 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Mark’s (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 

 
Friday 

10am -12.00 U3A Photography (4th week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
10.45am - 12  U3A Poetry & Literature  St. Marks  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist (2nd week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm-9.00pm Meditation  Cheryl Green 
07729187399 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 
6.30 –8.30pm Pakua Martial Arts John Waugh 
07802755914  

 
Saturday  

9.00am Faith Community Church (1st week in month) 
Audua Ogilvie 01234 308644 
10.00-1pmTheatretrain Dancing acting, singing. Kate 
Howard 01234 782414 
 

Sunday 
9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Mark’s 
with crèche for under 3’s  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre at St. Mark’s. 1st 
Sunday June. P Harris 01623 621143 
11.30-2.30pm Faith Inspired Ministry. Pastor James 
Mudokwani 07411154809 

 

Regular Weekly Activities  - St Mark’s Church 



Pentecost 
 
Opening Verse of Scripture  
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
from his roots a branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit 
of the Lord will rest on Him – the Spirit of wisdom 
and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 
power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 
the Lord. Is 11 v 1 - 2  
 
Collect Prayer for the Day — Before we read 
we pray    
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite us in your 
holy fire; strengthen your children with the gift of 
faith, revive your Church with the breath of your 
love, and renew the face of the earth, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
First Bible Reading   Acts Chapter 2 v 1 – 21 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them.  Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
nation under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language.  Utterly amazed, they asked: 
Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us hears them 
in his own native language?  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 
Arabs— we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!  Amazed and 
perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’  Some, however, made fun of 
them and said, ‘They have had too much wine’.  Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised 
his voice and addressed the crowd: Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me 
explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  These men are not drunk, as you suppose. 
It's only nine in the morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 'In the last 
days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  Even on my servants, both 
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  I will show 
wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of 
smoke.  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and glorious day of the Lord.  And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.'                                       
(This is the word of the Lord -- Thanks be to God) 
 
Second Bible Reading I Corinthians 12 v 3b – 13 
No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.  There are different kinds of gifts, 
but the same Spirit distributes them.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  
There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at 
work.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one 
there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by 
means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that 
one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing 
between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes 
them to each one, just as he determines. Unity and diversity in the body.  Just as a body, 
though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we 



were all baptised by[c] one Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.   
(This is the word of the Lord -- Thanks be to God)                                 
  
Gospel Reading  John 20 v 19– 23 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed 
when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I 
am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven."     
(This is the word of the Lord -- Thanks be to God)                                 
                   
Post Communion Prayer                                                                                                         
Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your Holy Spirit and opening to 
every race and nation the way of life eternal: open our lips by your Spirit that every tongue may 
tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Hymns      (Please distribute Family Morning Worship Booklet and Hymn Sheets) 

1.     O breath of life, MP 488 (Spiritus Vitae); 
2.     The Spirit lives to set us free, MP 664 (Walk in the light); 
3.     God’s Spirit is in my heart, HP 315 (Go tell everyone);  
4.     Breathe on me, breathe of God, MP 67 HP 280 (Carlisle); 
5.     Come down, O love divine, MP 89 HP 281 (Down Ampney) 
 
Meditation 
Pentecost is one of the great feasts of the Christian church, and it’s important not just for what it 
signifies but because it is a feast where our theology meets our spirituality. Our theology, (theo logos, 
God words, describe what we know about God, as individuals, and as churches.  They describe the 
truth about God and how He is revealed, through scripture and tradition.  Our spirituality is how we live 
out that truth, how we experience God and His truth in our lives.  Both are important, you can’t have a 
true spirituality without theology and you can’t have a true theology without spirituality.  What we know 
about God, must, as Christians, impact the way we live; our theology impacts our spirituality.  It is the 
Spirit who came at Pentecost and who gives us the power to live out those beliefs in our everyday lives 
and to have our own lives touched by God.  Through the empowerment of the Spirit we enable God, 
through us, to touch the lives of those we meet every day.  When the Spirit came at Pentecost the third 
great facet of the trinity had appeared.  God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit. The Father who 
creates, the Son who redeems, and now, the Spirit who empowers had come. 
 
Commentary -  When the Spirit Comes 
It’s now about seven weeks since the crucifixion of Jesus and a small group of believers, about 120, are 
organising themselves for the mission ahead, perhaps without being very clear on what that mission 
was to be, and discussing what should be their next steps.  The passage from Acts in today’s reading 
shows that whatever this mission was, it would be nothing less than the continuity of the ministry and 
mission of Jesus.  Whilst the new age that Jesus had inaugurated was being continued, it was distinct 
from it.  Jesus was the perfect example of a man full of the Holy Spirit, but it was not until Pentecost that 
others would be empowered to become a people of the Holy Spirit.   
 
This continuation and distinction is probably described and shown more in the Acts of the Apostles than 
anywhere else in the New Testament.   Pentecost is where our theology and spirituality meet, but in the 
book of Acts, there is less focus on the actual role of the Holy Spirit but far more emphasis and detail 
relating to the actions of the Holy Spirit as worked through a people of the Holy Spirit.  In Acts, there is 
no detailed theology of the Spirit, we need to look elsewhere for that.  What is clear is that the 
emergence of the Christian Church is due to the work of the Holy Spirit.  At Pentecost the infilling of the 
Holy Spirit was extended to all believers.  When the Spirit came and tongues of fire fell on the group this 
infilling was both corporate and individual.  It was for all and it was for each person, no one was 
excluded it seems.  But the coming of the Spirit also helped the believers with their sense of corporate 
awareness and belief.  Whilst the manner of the coming of the Holy Spirit might have been a surprise 
both the emerging church and for individuals, it was not unexpected.  Pentecost did not come upon a 
waiting ‘church’ that was unprepared.  Jesus Himself had prepared them for the coming of the Spirit.  In 



Acts 1 v 5 the disciples are reminded to wait for the coming of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Peter too, 
reminds the hearers in today’s bible passage that what is happening, far from being unexpected, is a 
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy of Joel.  In boldly making his proclamation Peter is also 
demonstrating the reality of the infilling of the Holy Spirit as courage, as exemplified by Peter in his 
speech. Courage is often one of the attributes we see in the early Spirit filled followers of Jesus.  In 
speaking out Peter is visibly demonstrating that the Spirit’s activities are also a fulfillment of the promises 
of Jesus.   
 
That first Pentecost all the believers showed outward signs of this inward presence, an inner presence 
that seems to have had at least four effects on those who were present.    
 
The first effect is that not only Peter but all the believers had a clarity regarding what Jesus meant 
for them and the world.  As the believers gathered in the intervening weeks between the events of Easter 
and the present time they must have wondered exactly how everything they had heard from Jesus fitted 
together with their own experiences.  There would have been various different views as to what they 
should do now and how they should communicate their message, but it is as if when the Holy Spirit came 
at Pentecost the fog lifted and their mission and purpose became clear.  When some of the many others 
who had gathered in Jerusalem hear the believer’s speaking in tongues they think they are all drunk.  For 
Peter nothing could be further from the truth.  The man who had denied Christ three times, the man who 
had been asked by Jesus to share in the Good Shepherd’s ministry of looking after His sheep, assumes 
the role of leader and spokesman. He explains clearly to the Jews gathered there the importance and 
significance of Jesus’ life and ministry and the response that is required from each one of them as 
individuals - repentance and baptism.  If the process had not been clear before, it was now, the pieces all 
fitted together; there could be no more confusion.  Jesus had explained what would happen and now it 
had.  Peter was now able to explain the implications and the response that was required of everyone who 
heard the message of salvation.   
The second effect that the Holy Spirit seems to have had on the believers is that it empowered 
them for ministry.  What does this mean?  Following Pentecost the believers had a new confidence about 
what they were saying and doing and why they were doing it, they had both vision and purpose.  They 
changed from being involved to being committed and they had a confidence and direction about what they 
were doing and why they were doing it.  They were no longer observers but participants in bringing about 
the Kingdom of God in the world.  Their words and actions made faith relevant to those around them, even 
those who were from very different backgrounds from their own.   
The third effect of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was to give, engender and emphasise the unity of 
the early church.  It is not by coincidence that they were all together in one place when the Spirit came. 
And we know the verses at the end of Acts chapter 2 tell us that the believers had all things in common 
and shared their belongings and possessions.  The Holy Spirit gave the believers a new sense of unity 
which was a visible sign of the presence of Jesus in the world.   
The fourth effect was to demonstrate to the world, and perhaps especially the Jewish world, that 
we are now living in the end times.  The prophecies from Joel and Psalms in the Old Testament were 
being fulfilled in their hearing.  There could be no more doubt, the Messiah had come and we were now in 
the times waiting for His return.   
 
At Pentecost the Holy Spirit had given the believers a fresh understanding of who Jesus was, His mission 
to the world and their place in that mission. The Holy Spirit had empowered them for the ministry they 
were called to share in and given them a unity of life, purpose and belief which had a major impact on the 
impact of the church in the world. They were now given notice that we are all living in the time between 
the Messiah’s first coming and His return in great glory.  Just as the Holy Spirit changed completely the 
lives of the early believers, so too the Holy Spirit should impact and radically change our lives. It’s not 
possible to see the power of the Spirit unless he is at work.  And that work is different for each one of us 
and has been through the ages.  The Spirit was given to all people, not just the Prophets, Priests and 
Kings of the Old Testament, but in the New Covenant the Holy Spirit is given to all people (by the Prophet, 
Priest and King who is Lord of all creation).   
 
Pentecost ends one ‘season’ of the year which started six months ago on Advent Sunday.  In the six 
months since then we have been taken on a journey of God’s intervention in our world.  We’ve witnessed 
His incarnation and His manifestation to the world.  We’ve seen the life and ministry of Jesus here on 
earth.  We’ve been party to His death and resurrection and ascension and today we share in the coming 
of His Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Our worship now moves on to Ordinary time, where we reflect on Christ 
teaching and the practices of our own Christian and church life.  It’s an outworking of Pentecost. In six 
months’ time we will come to Advent again.   
 
What will have been our experience of Pentecost until then?    Sam Cappleman  



Prayers for Sunday and the Week Ahead 
 
God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, may the 
gentleness of your Spirit lead us, may the gifts of your Spirit be our goal and our strength, now and 
always.  Amen 
 
O consuming fire, O Spirit of love, descend into the depth of my heart and there transform me until I am 
fire of your fire, love of your love, and Christ himself is formed in me.  Amen Elizabeth of Schonau, d.1184 
 
Holy Spirit of God, descend on us with the power of a mighty rushing wind, and overturn our prejudices; 
descend on us as tongues of fire, and set us ablaze with the desire to speak for you; descend on us as a 
dove, that our hearts may be filled with the message of peace. For you are alive in the hearts of those who 
accept you as their guide, and you reign with the Creator and the Eternal Word, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen 
 
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and 
strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of the God; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen 

We have received the following from Ed Palairet - Pioneer Leader at 
Knowle West  
 
Dear St Mark’s Bedford, 
Thank you for giving our chair of trustees Susan Edmondson an opportunity 
to share our vision with you during your autumn mission season 2016, and 
for responding so generously. When Susan came she highlighted the 
pressing need to renew some of our plumbing and kitchen facilities and your 
gift of £2111 to the Lee Abbey small missional community in Knowle West 
has been a huge help in contributing to that work:  
We have now been able to repair leaks and redecorate the kitchen and in 
particular replace the erratic, small hob with a range cooker perfectly sized 
to fit the existing alcove which now provides more hob space, more oven 
space, better lighting, a new extractor fan, more shelf space and a much 
better performance – taking the guess work out of cooking times and 
removing much of the stress of having a community sharing a kitchen.  
This week the kitchen walls, ceiling and windowsills have been painted, 
which completes the kitchen project! I enclose a before and after photo  
 
As our rhythms of community such as shared meals are made more 
straightforward with a working kitchen, this has improved the quality of life in 
community and also helps us show better hospitality more readily. By 
helping us with our internal needs you have freed us up to invest more time 
on other things, such as planning how as a community, together, we can try 
new ways of communicating Christ through relationships to our 
neighbourhood. Beyond the practicalities, simply knowing that you have 
shown your support in this way has been a source of great encouragement 
to the community. Thank you.   Ed Palairet 

Before  

After 



 
Forthcoming Funerals 

 
The funeral of Patricia Hilda 
Henney will take place at Bedford 
Crematorium at 3.15pm on 
Wednesday 7 June  
 
The funeral of Colin Holt will take 
place at Bedford Crematorium at 
2.30pm on Friday 16 June   

 
 

 
All funerals at Bedford Crematorium 

can be found @  www.bedford.gov.uk/obituaries 

 
Rest In Peace 

 
On the Sunday following a funeral service 
we remember in church those who have 
died.  We light a candle to symbolise the 
light of Christ which eternally shines and 
brings hope. If you would like a person 

remembered in our service when the candle 
is lit, perhaps on an anniversary or birthday,  
please inform the ministers, or telephone the 

church office. 
 
 

May the souls of all the faithful departed  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace  

and rise in glory. Amen. 

Annual Open Day at Norse Road Crematorium on 
Saturday 1 July. First tour will begin at 1.00pm and last 
tour at 2.30pm. Tours last 30 minutes.  
 
Knit  and Natter   (Mother Teresa) As you have  
realised we have changed our name as we now ’Knit 
for Peace’ and other charities. We follow the same 
meeting format and are always pleased to welcome 
new knitters. Our next meeting is Tuesday 6 June.   
More details Maureen Watling 262225 
 
Bedford Food Bank are very grateful for all the 
donations given via St Mark's. They are running low on 
the following items  Pasta Sauce, Tinned Fruit, Tinned 
Tomatoes, Tinned Vegetables, 500g Granulated 
Sugar, Cup a soup, UHT Milk, Sponge Puddings, 
Jellies,  Unisex Deodorant, Soap, Washing Powder 
Tablets 
 
Plant Sale Rebecca Beswick is selling plants from 
her front garden at 24 Greenacres in aid of Prostate 
Cancer UK with a donation to Putnoe Heights Church 
funds.  She is also holding an afternoon tea event in 
her garden on Saturday 17 June where plants, cakes 
and home grown produce will be available to buy. 
Martin will be available for transport to and from the 
event if required. Please telephone Rebecca on 01234 
269887 for further information. Many thanks for your 
support. Gwen Beswick. 
 
Coffee Rota at St. Mark’s.  Could you spare a little 
time before and after the service every  8 weeks or 
so?  We need more volunteers to serve coffee/tea 
after the service, the more volunteers the less frequent 
the duty.  Please see Milly if you are interested. 
 
After almost 6 years working as Circuit 
Administration Officer, Jean will be leaving us. We are 
putting together a collection for her.  If you would like 
to contribute, please could you send your cheques to 
myself at the Circuit office in Willington, made payable 
to the ‘North Bedfordshire Methodist Circuit’ please 
state that your donation is for Jean 
 

Gill Williams and family would like to say a very 
big Thank You for all your prayers and the many cards 
and good wishes. She is now home and hopes it will 
not be long before she is back with us all.  
 
Putnoe Heights Church 60th Anniversary. 
Please add your name to the list in the welcome area if 
you wish to join in the bring-and-share lunch on  
11 June. 
 
Christian Aid.  Sincere thanks to everyone at both 
Putnoe Heights and St. Mark's who supported this 
year's Christian Aid Week appeal in May. Putnoe's 
total amounted to £404 of which about £240 should 
attract Gift Aid. St.Mark's total amounted to £70, all of 
which  will attract Gift Aid. Thus, the combined total 
from the two churches of £470 will actually exceed 
£500. This gift will be used to help people all over the 
world who are facing extreme difficulties and so your 
generosity in our own uncertain times is really 
appreciated. Carolyn Morris, Putnoe Heights and Jean 
Bank St Mark’s.  

Thank You - We had a very successful Car Boot on 
Monday 29 May taking £910. Over 400 hundred 
people with 33 'boots'.  Our Church stall made 
£200.00. Thank you to all the contributions and 
homemade cakes etc.  It was a wonderful result. Next 
car boot is on the August Bank Holiday which will be 
followed by a barbeque for all of volunteers. Once 
again many thanks for all your support.  Avril  

Annual Open Day at Norse Road Crematorium on 
Saturday 1 July. First tour will begin at 1.00pm and last 
tour at 2.30pm. Tours last 30 minutes.  
 
A reminder of Putnoe Meetings 
5 June Circuit meeting 
7 June Leadership Team  
12 June Management Meeting 
14 June Church Council 
 
 


